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HE BY eſſential e of Gert hend are ex- 


not poſſeſs a ſufficient degree of the firſt has no title to 

the name of Short-hand ; and if the laſt is wanting, 
let the method in other reſpects be what it will, it is 
good for nothing. The ſeheme here propoſed. has a 


very conſiderahle degree of both, and is alſo more re- 
guar and beautiful than any other. | 


The characters are all ' ſuppoſed to be written in ina 


ſpace between two. parallel lines. Such letters as are Ws 


perpendicular or diagonal are intended to fill the whole 
ſpace ; but the natural place of horizontal characters 
is at the top of the ſpace, except when it 1s otherwiſe - 
directed by the following rules. 

On Plate I. No 1. you have the letters of the „ 
bet, and words expreſſed by them when they ftand | 


alone. Thus the firſt 5 ſigniſies be or by; the ſe⸗ 45 3 
cond, but or put. Horizontal characters, or ſuch: as 


belong to that: claſs, as d, m, n, &c. are double; aa - 
firſt ſtanding at the top of the ſpace, as d, which ys fe 


ſignifies do or-doings ; the other d is ſet at the bottom 5 I | i 1 
E. ne Pas and. n 1 8 or e 1 PRES 
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100 s, x, have three places in the ſpace, at the top, in 
the middle, and at the bottom. Example: n at the top 


is them, me, my, or am; the connection will readily 


diſtinguiſh which of theſe words is meant. The ſe- 


_cond | — horizontal character, has one place at 


the top of the ſpace, when it expreſſes can, come, or 


comings; and another at the bottom, when it is put 
for common or commonly. N. B. The firft column con- 


tains all the characters uſed in this ſhort-hand ; thoſe 


in No 4. being no more than natural and obvious con- 
tractions of ſome of them, Where two charaders are 
employed to expreſs one letter, that one is to be eho- 
ſen occafionally which will make the moſt eaſy and na- 


tural joining. Beginners will be ready to chooſe that 
character which does not join eaſily; but let not this 


diſcourage them, for a little practice will remove this 
difficulty. The firſt / muſt always be begun at the 
bottom; but v either at the top or bottom of the 
ſpace, as 'vecafion may require, 


No 2. is a liſt of prepoſitions, and No 3. is a liſt of 


terminations; of which afterwards. No 4. contains ſome 


double and triple conſonants, which are contracted ac- 
cording to the rules afterwards laid down. 
All unneceſſary angles muſt be ayoided in joining the 


characters, as in No 5. The horizontal & muſt not Tol, | 
low a character drawn vpward, nor x one that is drawn 
. downward, as in No6, Many of the letters may be 
_ contracted as in No 5. bn, gin, gn, gr, tr, mo; 12 4 
_ double letters sre wrote as in No 8. 53, dd, I, 

un, ſi. N. B. No letter is to be confidered as do 

unleſs a vowel intervenes 3 as inammon, write mamon ; 


babble, B; candid, and No g. contains another 


method of doubling letters, by dividiog them with a 
{mall ſtroke behind; as % rr, it, br, bt, 4% Ut, pr, cf. 
| Conſonants may be alſo doubled by making one of 


them only half the uſval fige, as in No 10. br, rr, N 
2 fr, fre, lr, ltr, ttl, erb, rt, rtf, wy, WF: 


' 
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fake of more af joining; as þ for 5, For t 6, 4 ay. 
or c hard, #s for x, ch for /h, & for hard ch; and alſo 
for th, and vice verſa. This is the reaſon why our 
alphabet has no c; becauſe I or - ſtands for it; and 


Theſe exchanges are intended only to take place in the 
middle and end of words, except 91 for we may write 
Kali, kite, for qualify, quite ; but # is always uſed for 
hard c, 7 for c ſoft, and # for 2. fi is never wrote for 
aw, only f for v. 7 
No 11. ſhows the method of joining the letters to 
one another, and needs no explanation; 5 is always 
omitted in the middle and end of words; and if a vowel 
9 it may be left out even in che beginning, as 
Feavaz or even Jova, #motir or umor. y is never wrote 
225 in the beginning of words; but beyond, behind, 
bee e expreſſed as in No 12. A compound word may 
oined, as ficel yard. 2 is ſometimes uſed for th, 
betray 13. lengthen: The ſecond th is never to be join- 
90 to the firſt / or 7 when ok by themſelves; but 
it may be joined to y and g, as in No 14. youth,” quoth. 
At the end of a word For v may be joined thus, No 15. 
v, to, dv; and aut what, aun when; which laſt is 
_ diſtinguiſhed from wa, which i is joined at the bottom 
ol dhe w. 1 
The ſtroke Giidiag two letters may ſometimes be 
ſupplied by the preceding character, as ſpr, kpt, No 16. 
dut the dividing ſtroke may frequently be omitted in 
words of many ſyllables, as conſftitute; and the ſame 
_ - liberty may ſoon be taken with words that are ſhorter z 
. with only half the uſual length, may be Hectator, 
No 17. As f is ſometimes uſed for th, thr or thire 


ter, as in No 20. 
07 SFELLING,—The general Wer is, << you” -- 
pronounee; for chaiſe, ſhaiſe ; laugh, 17 EN 
draft ; though, tho; debt, det; phpäe, 72 17 i 175 
ou foreign, 99s ** rings ks * 


likewiſe why it has no 2, becauſe & will expreſs we: 


I he: be wrote as in No 18. btbr as in Ns 19. and 2 ber „ 


\ 
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nel, oneft 3 pſalm, 6 9s; friendſhip, frnſbp.. g is dropt 


in ſuch words as 
be wrote by-4, and their plurals by ks. f at the end 
of a word with y before it may be dropt. In general, 
let the word be as much contracted as poſſible: after 
a little practice, the learner will find this * eaſy, and 
farther rules will be unneceſſary. 


rength, t in fetch; act, ect, ick, may 


If p ends a word, write the ſecond ps but if þf or 


_ #f, then uſe the firſt FE if bt or pt, ule the ſecond b 


28 a final character. 
Of VowEIs — They are expreſſed Th a dot in dif- 
1 ſituations, as in No 21. where t, mn, 7, and , 


have dots placed both before and after them, to ſhow 


the different vowels. But as the poſition of the dots 


is fully exemplified in No 22. it is unneceſſary to give 
2 particular deſcription. When a vowel is to be placed 


between two conſonants, a, e, i, follow the firſt, o and 
2 go before the laſt; ſee No 22. :. but advantage may 
be taken of the place of i, ſo that by changing it dif- 


ferent words may be expreſſed, as kite, guite, No 23. 
When two perpendicular characters are ſeparated by 
| the dividing ſtroke, a and e go to the firſt, i in the 
middle, © and « to the laſt part of the character; as 


No 24. bat, bet, bit, bot, but. Diphttonge are to be 
expreſſed by the vowel whoſe found is moſt prevalent : 


as at, au, by as oi by is ou by o; oo by u. u is never 


a vowel, for it is always dropt at the end of words. 
The following rules ſhow when vowels ooght; to be 


| expreſſed, and when not. 


4a general, no more than ray vowel ought. to be 
written in any word, excepting in ſuch words as idea, 


ide. 1, The initial vowel of a monoſyllable muſt be 
expreſſed ; as in add, apt, elf; ill. 2dly, The final vowel 


(if there is no initial) mult be wrote in monoſyllables; 


few, bow, pay, write fi, bo, pa. 3dly, No ſhort vowel 


is to be expreſſed in any word whatever. - 4thly, A 
long vowel muſt be wrote in a monoſyllable, except in 


: 17 common ung as both, li fer 12885 5thly, A 1 


9 


ee 3 ä 


conſonant ; as connive, 


when it lignifies, ſatis, ſuper, it bande ih 


the top« 


V 


* 


of more than one ſyllable muſt have its final vowel ex- _ | 


Preſſed thus, aptly, empty, conciſely, ptly, empy, kns:ly: 


Sthly, A word of more than one ſyllable mult have its 


long vowel expreſſed (if it has no final), as pul for 
eſpouſal,. dmir for admire. Ithly, A word of two ſyl- 
lables, having no final nor long. vowel, muſt have its 
initial, vowel wrote, as akrn for acorn, img for image. 


Sthly, If a word have three or more ſyllables without, 


mblch, embelliſh. When the prepoſitions in, im, are 
followed by n, n, the initial vowel muſt be expreſſed, 
imdſt, immodeſt, untrl, unnatural, When the plural 


either long or final vowel, write no vowel at all: thus, 


or pollcflive « follows a final vowel, the vowel muſt not 


be omitted; as allies, rallies, No 25. In writing af- 
ter a ſpeaker, though you ſhould leave out more vowels 


| than. the above rules direct, they may be inſerted af- 


terwards when you have more leiſure. 


/ Parrosirioxs.— They are always to be wrote 
ſeparate from the reſt of the word. Such as are hori- 


zontal may be placed in the middle or at the bottom 
of the ſpace, but never at the top. The perpendicu- 


lar and horizontal are made ſhorter by one-third than 
their ulual length, and are placed at the bottom of the 
ſpace. No vowel muſt at any time be joined to a pre- 


polition, but muſt N de prefixed to the following 

ant | 026, If a follows a prepoſi⸗ 
tion, and is uſed as a dividing ftroke, the prepolition 
may be joined to it; as inſult, No 29. Such letters 


as are not employed as pre ſitions may be made pre- | 


| 2 at jarge ; as gentleman, gentlewoman, ginger = 
'9 


read, landlord, No 27. Compound words may be 


joined or disjoined at pleaſure ; as coachman. Ia the 


lift of prepobtions. No 2. the firſt = ſignifying anti, &c. 


is placed in the middle of the ſpace ; and- the other, 


fignifying,u#, &c. at the bottom. « has three places; 
ds at the top of the 
ſpace, and is the only prepoſition which has a place at 
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e Texuma7Ions—They may be made the uſeaf 


fize, and may therefore fill the whole ſpace: the ter- 
mination 77gs is always placed at the top, and ing at 
the bottom. /or,, tion, in No 3. has five places, ac- 
cording to the vowel which goes before it ; as ation, 


etion, &c. : but if a conſonant goes before it, that con- 


fonant is left out, and isn, tion, is put in the prece- 


ding vowel's place ; as for invention, we write invetion; 
tranſaction, tranſation ; diſtinction, diſtition; adoption, 
adotion ; preſumption, preſution. Let ſion, tion, be put 


in the preceding vowel's place, to horizontal as well as 


erpendicular characters: example, aſcenſion, No 30. 
f one termination follows another, the Jafl muſt be | 
written at length, as poſſtbflity; with or without the * | 


dividing ftroke, e//amentary, No 31. If a prepoſition 


and termination compoſe the whole of a word, one of 


them muſt be wrote at length, whichſoever the writer 


leaſes. Comical, tranſition, are wrote both ways in 
o 32. N. B. Prepofitions and terminations muſt 


never be uſed in writing monoſyllab lee. 
In the ſecond Plate, No 33- contains the compound 
prepofitions concom, contradit, decom, No 34. diſcom or 
diſcon, diſin or diſinter, diſſatit, incon or incom, indi 
or widir, No 3 5. in/igni, impro, inſuper or unſatis, un- 
pro, intrans or untrans, No 36. incircum or uncircum, 
incontro or uncontro, miſinter or miſunder, miſcom or 


mi ſcon, miſrepre. No 37, recom or recon, repre, uninter, 


interpre, mifinterpre. The reader will obſerve, that theſe 


| pon gp prepoſitions are all made up of ſuch as are more 
ſimple, and are ſuch as any perſon would naturally be 
led to form for his own ufe; on which account they 
can be no burden to the memory. V. B. In thefe ex- 


amples, and every where elſe, where two or more words 
are coupled together by the conjunction vr, there is 
but one character to expreſs them in the Plate. 

No 38. contains examples of prepoſitions and termi- 
nations in their formation of words, contradif, circum- 
france, external, recompenſe. No 39. ſelfiſhneſs, . 


ber, 


| 


1 uw... oe. ion, 


3 6990 | 
| ber, | blameable, repetition; No 40. diſconteniment, un 


comfortable, comical, omnipotent. No 41. Autichriſl, 


interpreter, undermine, contradiſtinction. No 42. compe· 


tent, ſupereminently, magnitude, property. No 43. tranſ- 


ferable, withſtand, diſcompoſe, difintereſled. 1 
_ Annzeviarincg Ruugs. 11 — words as are 
uſually abbreviated in long hand may be abbreviated 
in ſhorts as Dr, Doctor; admnur, adminiſtrator; &erg 
ever; oer, over; Ven, even; Oentide, eventide ; der- 
take, overtake; &ery, every ; as in No 44. Poetic con- 
trations may alſo be uſed :' as worn, morning; trumps 
trumpet; e en, evening; Ne 45. But there are ſome 


contractions in long - hand, which are not to be imi- 


tated in ſhort ; we write he will, not hell; will not, 


not won t; cannot, not cant. 2d, A dot variouſly 


applied to a character, ſo as not to interfere with the 


_ vowels Ps may be made a mark of abbreviation £ 


kus, if it is placed where the character terminates, it 


may be the mark of a ſubſtantive ſingular or verb; as 


2, d, 5, and , in N*47. If it is placed at the be- 


ginning of the charaQer, it will denote the ſubſtantive- 


plural; as in Ne 48. The adjeQive has a mark above 


the character towards the left-hand ; and the participle - 
perfect a ſmall perpendicular ſtroke towards the right - 
hand of the character: both theſe are exemplified ia 


Na 49. The adverb is a dot towards the left-hand - 
below; as in Ne 50. The participle in ing is an ob- 


lique ſtroke, like the third part of our r, placed to- 
wards the right-hand below, Ne 51. The participle 
in ings, is the ſame ſtroke placed at the top of the 


ſpace, Ne 52: In No 55. theſe marks of abbreviation” 


are illuſtrated, where d with the ſubſtantive-dot denotes 


advice or adviſe; with the plural-dot, advices; with the 


| participle-perfe& dot, adviſed; with the adverb · dot, ad- 
e ee orgs, Bags hap up 
adviſings, and the adjective adviſable. No 


plifies the ſame thing with letter 5; which, with the. 1 
ſubſtantive mark, Ggnifies ſervice or ſerve 5 and, w_ 5 
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5 E | 
the other dots, ſervices, ſerved, ſerviceably, ſerving; ſer 
wings, ſerviceable : and in Ne 55. f with the ſubſtantive. 
or verb mark expreſſes triumph; and, with the other 
dots, triumphs, triumphed, triumphantiy, triumphing, 
triumphings, triumphant. , This. uſe of the dot is == 
intended to abbreviate ſuch words in a ſentence as the 
connection will readily ſuggeſt by this hint; that is, in 
ſuch caſes as, if a perſon were writing long - hand, he 


would contract ſome word in a ſentence by writing 


only the firſt letter of the word with a daſh after it, 

as a ſufficient expreſſion for the word: and in every 
ſubject there are ſome leading words which cannot be 
miſtaken though they are thus contracted, for the 
connection will immediately decipher them. In fol- 
lowing a ſpeaker, it may be ſufficient to uſe the ſub · 
ſtantive mark only; but if time will permit, it is bet- 
ter to uſe them all. In order that theſe marks may 

be eaſily applied, let it be obſerved, that if a word 
| ends in 7, the ſubſtantive · plural mark may be uſed. If 

it ends in ed, uſe the participle · perfect mark: if in ), 
uſe the adverb mark : if in ing or ings, uſe theſe marks 
reſpeQively ; only ing and ings are not to be uſed in 
writing -monoſyllables. If a word ends in none of 
theſe, uſe the ſubſtantive or adjective mark at pleaſure: 
A lift of words may be formed by the belp of this 


mamaark, and committed to memory; each individual 


may adapt the lift to his own profeſſion, by making 
choice of ſuch words as frequently occur, and would 
be too long if wrote by any other rule. From Ne 56. 
to No 61. a liſt is given of ſuch words as may ſuit 
the divine; the lawyer or phyſician may eaſily change 
theſe for others more ſuited to their reſpective profeſ- 
ſions. Ne 56. contains bleſs or bleſſing, believe or be- 
 lief, difficulty, doctrine, advantage, divide or diviſion. | 
Ne 57. frequent or frequency, godlineſs, juſtice, glory or 
gr goodneſs, humanize or humanity. No 58. covet . 
ar covetouſneſr, conſider or conſideration, conſequence, li- 
| berality, lament or lamentation, mortality, er, 
A os e Ne 59 


1 * „ * — 
/ / 5 4 


ſence, part, qualify or qualification, repent or repentance; 

| ſpirit. Ne 60. ſenſe, temper, world, exemplify or ex- 
ample, except or exception, youthfulneſi, . cheerfulneſs: 
Ne 61. change, ſhame, thank, charity, cheat, grace, 


Chriſtian, thoughtfulneſs. In completing this lift, that 


_ adjeRive, adverb, &c. ſhould be choſen which bears 


the greateſt reſemblance to the ſubſtantive in its con- 


ſonants. Nos 62. 63. 64. and 65. exemplify the man- 
ner of completing the liſt in the word divide. N 62. 
contains divide, dividing, dividings, divided, diviſible, 


diviſibly. No 63. divider, dividend. No 64. indivifible, 
undivided, individual, individuality. No 65. divijibility, 


indiviſibility, indivifibleneſs; Where there is no angle 
at which the dot may be placed, a ſmall line is drawn 


through the character at the part where the dot ſhould 
ſtand, as in dividend in Ne 63. In theſe examples 


both prepoſitions and terminations are applied, which 


makes the method of carrying this liſt to a great ex- 
tent ſufficiently. plain. 3d, Some words may be ab- 


breviated by writing the prepoſition with the follow- 
ing conſonant and mark of contraction; as, She ruined 


her comp with rouge, He preſents comp 5, and 
thanks. for your favours... They are ſo alike that it is 


difficult to diſt——— between them, No 66. 4th, Other 


words may be contracted by writing the yowel follow- 


ing the conſonant, inſtead of the mark of contraction. 
As competition or fl, as circumſtance in No 67. But ii | 


the word is plural, the plural mark muſt not be omit- 
ted. 5th, Words of more than one conſonant may 


have their termination expreſſed by the mark of con- | 
traction; as, reaſonableneſs, hardneſs, different, fairly, | 
as in No 68. If the termination of a plural ſubſtan- 
tive is dropt, the plural mark muſt be ſet at the be- 
ginning of a word; as exhortations, No 69. But the _ 


termination muſt never be omitted if a long vowel goea 
before it, as employment. Ia many caſes the termin- 
tion is ſo evident, that no expreſſion need be made for 


= (' 12 ) 


itz as ia theſe examples: He was very eloſely engags 


in buſineſs ; We had entertain them very elegantly ; 


They were wall in the fields. The terminations of 
the ſecond and third perſons of verbs may be always 


omitted; as, {peak for ſpealeſt, teach for teacheth.— 


6th, Many words may be expreſſed by their firſt vowel 


and conſonant following : as in No 70. Abroad, about; 


after. No 71. often, action, according or accordingly; 
fible. No 73. Into, only, unto, apart. No 74. Open, 
No 76. Extremely, exceſſively. Obſerve that theſe and 
this are wrote in the middle of the ſpace; thoſe and 


| thus at the bottom. This ht of words, contained in 


Nas 50, 51, &c; may be increaſed as the- learner im - 


proves in the writing; and leading words may be 

wrote by this rule as well as by the mark of contrac- 

tion, always taking care that they be ſuck as the con- 
Otter words may be 


nection will readily diſcover. 
expreſſed by their firſt conſonant and vowel following; 


as in No 99. Before, become, hardly, likewiſe. - No 78. 


' Likely, many, perpetual or perpetually, peculiar or pecu- 
Marly, real or really or reality: No 79: Every, ſomes 

thing; fometimes, fince Something is wrote in the 
middle of the ſpace z ſometimes and ſince are both placed 
at the bottom..-7th, The beginnings and endings of 


ſome words will be ſufficient to expreſs them; as in 
No 80. Univer/ity, baniſhment, curigity, arbitrary « 


And if the firſt character is horizontal, it may be placed 
at the bottom; as in No 81: Univerſity, civility. In 


theſe two laſt numbers univerfty is differently expreſled ; 
that in No 80, may be put for the word anity.—b8tb, 


The firſt conſonant and termination of a word may 
| often be a {ufficient exprefſion for it 5 as in No 82. gu- 


nmiſbnent.— gib, Tbe firſt and laſt conſonant may ſig- 
nify a whole word in theſe cafes following. If the 
characters are both horizontal, place them at the bot - 
tom of the ſpace; as, certain, concern, No 93. : or jos 


8 a 7 


occaſion; No 72. Almoſt, always, immediately, inpſs 


4 e —__ GE N 


NVFw . 
them by an angle, as, doffor, maſter, No 83. : or join 
them in an unuſual manner; as, former, proper or piea · 


fare, character, harbour ; or, laſtly, write them ſe, 


parately the one above the other; as, between, return; 
retreat, in No 85. And words wrote by this gth'rule 


may have any neceſſary augment joined to them; as, 
| Returns, delivered, murdering, in No 86, Many com- 


mon words may be abbreviated by writing the firſt and 


laſt conſonants, the one above the other: thus, between, 


former, neither, unleſs, in No By.; and forks, „ ſeldom 
further, in No 88,—10th,. Repetition is to be expreſ- 
fed by placing fo many dots at the bottom of the wok, 
to be repeated as there are repetitions of it; thus, 
Holy, holy, holy, No 89. Or if a whole ſentence is re: 


peated, draw a line under the whole repetition, and 


place dots at the end for as many times as it is re- 
peated. The temple of the Lord, the W e Lead 
the temple of the Lord, No go. 

an, rules ought to be uſed fouringly at firſt 1 40 


—_— grow familiar, they _ be uſed more exten 


Nog 1. contains characters for Ggures, diſtingniſhed 5: 
from LG charaQers by a ſmall oblique ftroke placed 
8 them. No 92. i is an illuſtration of the joining 


of ſuch characters, in the various - combinations of 
Gpures; bot if the Pins chooſes, he may make uſe 


of common figures. No 93. ſhows how dots may be 


aced for the comma, ſemicolon, colon, and period z/ 

proportional ſpaces may be left in the. writ: 
1 Read of them, No g4. are marks of OT 
the reader way wy at his Penne” 


a ſmile or à ſhrug How many good and generous 


Akten have been ſank iac0 oblivion dy a.diirulitallonk, 


Dor ſtamped with the imputation of - proceeding from 
bad WR by 3 nn de ok 


which 


Gunnar, —— at large. Hos . 0 
iv rhe bonefty and integrity of a man diſpoſed of 1 Ly 


. 
. „Lockfets et companies of thoſe whoſe gentle natures 
' fhould diſarm them,—we ſhall find no better account, 


world by diftant hints, ——nodded away, and cruelly 
winked into ſuſpicion. by the envy or thoſe who are 

paſſed all temptation of it themſelves ?!——How often 
does the reputation of a helpleſs creature bleed by a 


pPagate it, beholds with much pity and roy. 
— that ſhe is heartily ſorry for it, pes in God 
it is not true? however, as arehbiſhop Tüten wit- 
tily obſerves upon it, is reſolved, in the mean time, 
to give the report her paſs, that at leaſt it may have 
fair play to take its fortune in the world to be be- 
lie ved or not, according to the charity of thoſe into 
whoſe hands it ſhall happen to fall? 
$6 So fryitful is this vice in variety of eie d to 
ſatiate as well as diſguiſe itſelf, But if theſe ſmoother 
Weapons cut ſo ſore what ſhall we ſay of open and 
- unbluſhing ſcandal——ſubje&ed to no caution—tied 
Adovn to no reſtraints? If the one, like an arrow ſhot in 
the dark, does nevertheleſs ſo much ſecret miſchief 
— this, like the peſtilence which rageth at noon- 
day, ſweeps all before it, —_— without diſtinction 
the good and the bad; a thouſand fall beſide it, and 
ten thouſand on its right hand——they fall-—ſo 
rent and torn in this tender part of them, ſo unmerci- 
| Fully butchered, as ſometimes never to recover either 


have occafioned.— | 
But there is nothing ſo bad hich: will not adwit 
„ of ſomething to be ſaid in its defence. | 
And here it may be aſked--Whether the incon- 
veniences and ill effects which the world feels from 
the licentiouſneſs of this practice —are not ſufficiently 
_ counterbalanced by the real influence it has upon mens 
Hues and conduct . That if there was no evil Swi 
7 5 in the world, thouſands . de — to d b. 


— Ho large a portion of chaſtity is ſent out of the 


report which the party who is at the pains to pro- 


| the wounds or the ange of heart uchich ey | 


| (is *; Es 
and would ruſh into many . like a horfe in- 
to the un were _w_ ſore to ge” the tovyves of 8 
men. 4 
("5.98 That if we. + rake a. Amel view of the world we | 
_ ſhall find, that a great deal of virtue —at leaſt of the 
outward appearance of it, is not ſo much from afty- 
fixed principle, as the terror of what the world will 
ſay, and the Wey it will take upon the occaſions we 
ſhall give. ne | 
6 That if we deſcend to W numbers are 
eyery day taking more care to be well ſpoken of, than 
what would 1 enable them to live ſo as to de- 
ſerve it. | . 
«© That there are many of both ſexes who c can y- : 


port life well enough without bonour or chaſtity, who, 


without reputation (which is but the opinion which 
the world has of the matter), would hide their heads - 
in ſhame, and fink down in utter deſpair of happineſs. 
No doubt the tongue is a weapon which does chaſtiſe 
many indecorums which the laws of men will not reach, 
and keeps many in awe, whom conſcience will not} 2 
and where the caſe is indiſputably flagrant, the ſpeak» 
ing of it in ſuch words as it deſerves, ſcarce comes 
within the prohibition.— In many caſes it is hard to 
expreſs ourſelves ſo as to fix a diftinQtien betwixt op- 
polite characters—and ſometimes it may be as much a 
debt we owe to virtue, and as great a piece of juſtice, 

to expoſe a vicious character, and paint it in its pro- 
per colours, as it is to ſpeak well of the deſerving, and 


deſcribe his particular virtues. And indeed, when we Ga 


inflict this puniſhment upon the bad, merely out of 


principle, and without indulgences to any private 5 


paſſion of our own———tis a caſe which happens lo 
| ſeldom, that one might venture to except it. 

However, to thoſe who in this objection are really 
concerned for the cauſe of virtue, I cannot help re- 
commending what would much more effectually ſerve 
ber intereſt, " be a Ts token of their zeal and at- 
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